
New Turf donated by  

Lawn Boys 
 
 Spring is upon us, though it has arrived in a teasing 
manner.  The museum gardens are coming to life, remind-
ing us of the irrepressible nature of life and the inevitability 
of blooming flowers and green grass. 
 Last year Dr. David Fenske began work to amend the 
soil and im-
prove the turf.  
The gravel-like 
dirt resisted 
improvement 
and so we be-
gan discussing 
all the issues 
regarding the 
yard: the bro-
ken sprinkling 
system, the 
thin grass and weeds, and the need for a more drought re-
sistant maintenance regime. 
 We talked to the city and made a plan.  Out of it came a 
very generous donation from the Hodgman Family Trust 
and Lawn Boys.  The city contributed a portion of the cost 
and the rest was given by the Trust. 
 The new sprinkling system includes a station that mon-
itors rain fall and adjusts the flow of water to make the 
most efficient use of water. 
 The new grass will complement the gardens and freshly 
painted house.   Many thanks to the Hodgman Family 
Trust and Lawn Boys. 

The Bailey Museum’s new look 

 Over the course of last year the trustees, staff and friends of 
the museum worked to create a new logo for the museum that 
incorporated our name and reflected the per-
sonality and philosophy Dr. Bailey.  The Board 
of Trustees reviewed a number of designs that 
incorporated apples, globes and trees but se-
lected one that captures the ideas of botany, 
education, and optimism while hinting at the 
history of the property as an apple orchard. 
 The logo uses Baileyõs actual signature in apple-green re-
minding us of his youth among apple trees on the family farm.  
He was well-known as an expert grafter in his youth.   
 The logo also incorporates a dandelion gone to seed and 
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conveys the idea of propagation.  Dandelion puffs, like our 
mission to educate the public, spread and fly like our love of 

nature, horticulture and the Earth.  Of course, 
one cannot forget Baileyõs admonition, òLittle 
children love the dandelions: why may not 
we?ó     
 The logo also uses a modern, elegant, and 
optimistic typeface.  It projects our eagerness 
to build Baileyõs legacy and that of the Museum 

for the future.  We are building an organization that educates 
people of all ages about the wonders of plants and nature, the 
joys of fresh fruit, and telling the story of a family concerned 
with the earth and their care for it.  

Firefly, new work by  

Victoria Howard 
 

      An exciting new art show featuring new artwork of birds, 
flowers and fireflies began at the Bailey Museum on May 13.  
The exhibition, Firefly: Color and Lines of Nature, New artwork by 
Victoria Howard, includes many small works in mixed media.  
The artwork is available for sale, 
as well as prints for $12 and 
signed notecards for $2.50. 
 "This series, Firefly, reflects on 
my relationship to experiences in 
Michigan and illustrates my 
deep love for nature and natural 
elements, and the ephemeral 
preciousness of our world," Vic-
toria Howard said. 
 Howard has studied the 
works of Liberty Hyde Bailey.  A 
resident of the Los Angeles area, 
she is a graduate of the prestig-
ious Art Center College of De-
sign in Pasadena and she holds a Masters Degree from the 
University of Southern California.   
 She has taught for 30 years to individuals of all ages and 
predominantly those with disabilities.  She has coordinated 
the Living Arts Program for the Los Angeles Department of 
Cultural Affairs which focused on bringing art classes to hos-
pitals, at-risk children and adult care facilities.   She continues 
to teach part-time. 
 The exhibition continues until June 18, 2016.  It is made 
possible with a grant from the Michigan Council for Arts and 
Cultural Affairs and the National Endowment for the Arts. 

Victoria Howard  



Many Thanks… 
¶ Meryl Greene of Coldwell Banker Weber Seilor Realtors, for spon-

soring our Lighter Quicker Cheaper Challenge grant from 
the Southwest Michigan Area Realtors to fund our new 
campus and garden sign project. 

¶ The Hodgman Family Trust and Lawn Boys for their dona-
tion for improving the 
grounds around the 
museum. 

¶ The Boy Scouts of 
Troop 188,    The Girl 
Scouts of Troop 80077, 
Their leaders Jeffery 
Dick, Scott Smith and 
Mike Nelson, Kaileigh 
Eddy, as well as the 
Guimonds, Anne 
Long, and Heather 
Catania, for helping with our Earth Day Garlic Mustard 
Pull. 

Upcoming Spring Events 
 

Firefly: Lines & Colors of nature,  
artwork by Victoria Howard  
May 13-June 18, 2016 
 
Mark Dvorak with Ruth & Max Bloomquist,  
May 21, 7:30 
Produced by Foundry Hall 
 
Brown Bag Botany with Bill Bird, òSummer Annuals; 
Finding the fit with Sun, Shade & Soiló 
June 8, Noon 
 
Brown Bag Botany with Ted Guimond,  
Small Forge Blacksmith 
June 15, Noon.    
Guimond works a small forge making garden tools and ôSõ 
Hooks for the garden.  Items for sale. 
 
Baileyõs Budding Naturalists 
June 20-24  9:45 - 12:00 each day.   
With the Sarett Nature Center 
$35 per student for five day workshop for youth 6-11 year-
olds.  Made possible with a generous donation from the 
South Haven Garden Club. 
 
Sunday Social,  
June 26, 2 p.m., free admission, refreshments served.  
 Pamela Chappell performs outside under the Walnut 
Tree.  
 
Fruits of their Labors, The Story of Four Pomologists 
and South Havenõs Fruit Industry  
Dates: July 8 - Sept. 24, 2016 

Exciting Summer Programs  

for Children 
 

 We have planned a sum-
mer full of great, educational 
outdoor activities! 
 The Bailey Museum is of-
fering  childrenõs programing 
for this summer that is both 
familiar and new, giving fami-
lies educational opportunities 
all summer long. 
 See the insert for infor-
mation. 

¶ Joan Hiddema, Anne Long and Dr. Fenske for their work 
organizing our Earth Day event. 

¶ All those who attended our events. 

¶ Blue Horizon Nursery for donating a new Meta Sequoia 
tree for the front lawn. 

¶ Jen Richmond for assisting with the upcoming 
exhibition. 

¶ The City of South Haven for their support of the 
museum. 

¶ Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs 
and the National Endowment for the Arts for provid-
ing grant support for museum activities. 
 

Talks under the Walnut Tree 
 
 The Bailey Museum is again presenting Brown Bag Botany 
(BBB), a summer-long program of lunch time talks on a varie-
ty of useful topics on selected Wednesdays.  The program is 
free to the public. The talks will be held under the Walnut 
Tree in back of the museum at noon at our picnic tables, so 
bring a lunch and join us. 

¶ June 8: Bill Bird will discuss Summer Annuals, and find-
ing their perfect place in your sunny or shady garden. 

¶ June 15: Ted Guimond will forge tools and useful garden 
items while explaining the process. 

¶ July 13: Aaron Priebe will teach participants how to iden-
tify trees by using characteristics other than a leaf. 

¶ July 20: Don Lam of the Holland Area Bee Keepers Asso-
ciation discusses how to create the perfect backyard en-
vironment for attracting bees. 

¶ August 3: Ted Guimond will demonstrate making grilling 
tools on his portable forge. 

¶ August 17: Ilse Gebbard, of the Very Active Monarch 
Committee of Kalamazoo, will discuss creating a butter-
fly habitat garden. 



 

 For the last year the Board of Trustees and the staff has 
been working with Jennifer White, an occasional consultant 
of the American Alliance of Museums Museum Assessment 
Program for Collections and Stewardship (MAP).  White is 
the Registrar for the Spurlock Museum of the University of 
Illinois in Urbana- Champaign.  
 MAP guides museums in examining their practices, poli-
cies and facilities.  At the end of the program participants get 
a detailed report. 
 White visited South Haven for two days in March.   She 
conducted interviews, took a tour of the buildings and park, 
and got to meet the board and staff. 
 We recently got Jennifer White's 50 page report which 
discusses our challenges and offers a path forward to address  
them in seven general areas.  In her report, she also  consid-
ered a self-study done during the year previous to White's 
visit to South Haven.   

Additions to the Collections  
 

¶ A donation of the Cyclopedia of American Horticulture, edit-
ed by Bailey, 1920.  The collection was donated by Susan 
Saewert, Granddaughter of Stanley Johnston.  The four 
volume set is inscribed to Johnston, òSeptember-1920, 
From Dad.ó 

¶ The museum purchased a copy of Gentes Herbarum, De-
cember, 1947, Vol. VII Fasc. IV, Palmae Indigenae Tri-
nitenses et Tobagenses, by L.H. Bailey.  It is a record of 
the palms and their characteristics.  Plates used for the 
Gentes series are on display in the Leisure Gallery.  

¶ A Purchase of the book The Gardener, L.H. Bailey, 1925. 

¶ A donation of a booklet by Tim Stegmen, One Hundred 
Fiftieth Anniversary, Star of the Lake Lodge No. 158.   

 Here are some of the particulars that the report recom-
mends: additional staff to focus on collections, revising collec-
tions policies, improving climate control, controlling light 
exposure, updating database archive records, and revising our 
strategic plan. 
 We are in the process of working through several areas in 
the report, which lays out the next steps in a clear way.  In the 
past decade the Bailey Museum has begun implementing 
many policies and practices that have strengthened the col-
lections management, interpretation and stewardship.  This 
report builds on that significant work. 
 The final long-term goal recommendation in the report is 
to apply for museum accreditation from the American Alli-
ance of Museums.  Earning accreditation would put us in a 
league of the top 8% of historic sites and 22% of historic mu-
seums nationally.  We have a tremendous amount of work 
ahead of us but the way is laid-out.  I am excited about the 
future of the museum and eager get to work. 

This Season’s Fruit 
Michael J. Fiedorowicz 

Reconnecting with Nature  

in a Digital World 
 Erik Mollenhauer, nationally recognized science educa-
tor with a passion for the environment, explores why we 
need nature to be fully functioning human beings.  The lec-
ture, a part of the South Haven Speakers Series, will 
be Tuesday, June 28 at 7:30 p.m. 
   The event will be at Lake Michigan College, 125 Veterans 
Blvd. South Haven, $10 per person, at the door. 

 
For more information to go southhavenspeakersseries.org/ 

Trees, Toys, Bees and Rhizomes  

available in our gift shop 

 

 Many interesting items are for sale in our expanded gift 
shop.  There are educational kits for kids, puzzles, flower 
coloring books (appropriate for adults) and books of Baileyõs 
writings, including The Holy Earth, 100th Anniversary Edition. 
 The museum has rhizomes for Canna Lily available for 
sale, $5 for one large root or for three small ones.  These were 
planted in a garden next to the building last year and they 
grew to be more than five feet tall.  The roots will produce 
erect stalks, with brown foliage and interesting red flowers at 
the top.  They are great for attracting humming birds. 
 We are also offering sapling trees native to Michigan: 
Hazelnut, Black Cherry, Red Oak, White Oak, Red Bud, Nor-
way Spruce, Blue Spruce, White Spruce, Sugar Maple and 
White Dogwood.  These are only $5 each.   
 We also have Mason Bee houses for sale, they come with a 
certificate good for a brood of these small, non-stinging, bees. 

We are seeking  

particular donations… 
 

¶ For the upcoming Baileyõs Budding Naturalists camp, we are 
asking for 30 empty two-liter pop bottles.  They will be used 
for student projects. 

Sunday Social with  

Pamela Chappell  
 
 We are excited to welcome Pamela Chappell back to the 
Bailey Museum for a performance on June 26 at 2 p.m. for a 
Sunday Social.  Admission is free and light refreshments will 

be served.  
 Pamela Chappell will perform 
her original songs and other favor-
ites outside under the Walnut 
Tree. 
 Participants in the Baileyõs 
Budding Naturalists will display 
the projects they made around the 
gardens.   
 Please call the museum to let 
us know you are going to attend. 

http://southhavenspeakersseries.org/

